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Introduction

This short history of the Graduate Union is an initiative for the
150th Anniversary of The University of Melbourne in 2003. The
Council of the Graduate Union appointed Mr Frank Lees
(President of the Graduate Union), Miss Barbara Funder (Council
member) and Mr Geoffrey Dye (Librarian and member of the
150th Anniversary Publications Task Force) to assist author Faye
Broberg in the preparation of this work.

For nearly one hundred years, graduates of the University have
kept alive the spirit of fellowship and support of their alma mater.
The formation of the University Club by Sir John Madden in 1901
inspired graduates to form an association which would promote their
interests and the maintenance of their links with the University, at
the same time developing a greater interaction between the
university and the community. This book sketches the progress
of the graduates in achieving their aims, from the establishment
of The Melbourne University (Graduates) Association in 1911
(later to become the Graduate Union) to the creation of Graduate
House as the eleventh college in The University of Melbourne,
with a glimpse of plans for the immediate future.

In preparing this work, material has been drawn from printed
records, written reminiscences and interviews with members of the
Graduate Union and residents of Graduate House. A short history
of this type cannot treat in detail the many personalities and events
which have made their mark upon the Graduate Union and its
interaction with the University : that task may be fulfilled in a more
comprehensive work in the future.
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1911

1914

1919

1926
1938

1948

1950
1953
1957
1962
1965
1969

1970

Milestones of the Graduate Union

4 May. The first meeting of graduates for the purpose of
founding an association was held.

14 July. The Melbourne University Graduates Association
comes formally into existence with Colonel John Monash
as Chairman.

14 August. Third annual general meeting. Colonel Monash
given leave for war service.

A deputation, including R. G. Menzies, made an application
to the State Government for funds for urgent building
requirements.

Generous bequest from Sir Sydney Myer.

An affiliation with the University Union from 1938 to 1952
resulted in the MUA being absorbed into the Union and
known as the ‘Graduates Section’ ’
WEF (Bill) Berry is appointed part-time paid Secretary of
the Graduates Section of the University Union.

First edition of The Melbourne Graduate.

The Graduate Union is formed as an independent body.
The Graduate Union purchases Gladstone Terrace.

3 July. Graduate House, Stage One opened.

18 March. Graduate House, Stage Two opened.

10 May. Graduate Union incorporated as a company
limited by guarantee.

Purchase of 210-214 Leicester Street. Later named Stella
Langford Annexe in memory of donor, providing another
fifteen resident places.
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1971

1972

1974

1984

1991

2001

2002

10 May. Graduate House, Stage Three opened.

The Johnston Library officially opened.

Affiliation of the Graduate Union as the 11th College of
the University of Melbourne.

Purchase of Kidd’s Warehouse, 216 Leicester Street, Carlton.
Leased to The University of Melbourne and Baillieu Library,
Alumni Office and Maintenance Department.

Purchase of Bouverie Clinic, 233 Bouverie Street, Carlton.
Leased to The University of Melbourne as a child-care
centre, and later as a Koorie Centre.

12 June. Graduate Union status changed from company
limited by guarantee to incorporated association.

Sale of Bouverie Street property to The University
of Melbourne.

Commencement of planning for a state-of-the-art Graduate
House, Stage Four.



Chapter One

The Early Years

In 1911, Australia had been a federation for ten years, motor cars
were a novelty, telephones were few and far between and the
country was separated from Europe by an uncomfortable boat trip
lasting several months. It was still the time when many Australians
referred to England as ‘home’ and ‘Mother England. Queen
Victoria had gone, so had her son Edward and his era.

Victoria’s grandson, George V, was the King of England and
Australia. There were many colonies around the world founded
by Britain, giving rise to the expression ‘the sun never sets on the
British Empire. It was in that year, in the farthest colony of all,
that a group of graduates formed the Melbourne University
Graduates Association (MUGA).

The MUGA had been in existence for only three years when a
pistol shot took the life of an Austrian Archduke and subsequently
the lives of millions of people in the First World War. Sadly, some
of those fallen men were MUGA members, whilst another member,
General John Monash, distinguished himself on the battlefield by
becoming one of Australia’s great war heroes. He had been elected
the first Chairman of the MUGA, and was to have an influential
role in the growth of the graduate organisation.’

The MUGA re-grouped after the war and survived many other
crises, including lack of funding, lack of its own headquarters,
student revolutions and changing society values.

Links were later forged with scholars from emerging nations
where, today, they recall the time when the Graduate Union’s own
Graduate House was their ‘home’. Many have fond memories of the



e weelng at tne end of each day with the comradely goodwill
of a meal shared in the dining room.

The vision of Graduate House as a residence for local, interstate
and overseas-scholars was realised in 1969. Now, forty years later,
plans have been laid for a multi-storey building offering state-of-
the-art facilities in a new Graduate House. In line with international
university trends, in-room computer access, en-suite bedrooms, a
business centre, study areas, gourmet meals and a bar will be among
many 21st century innovations.



1911 — The Beginnings of the Graduate Union
Since the foundation of The Umver51ty of Melbourne, past
graduates have felt the need to crossrefer to ‘colleagues and keep
alive the spirit of fellowship of their student years. In tandem was
the thought of assisting postgraduates in their studies and
research. This concept is the common thread .throughout this
history, summed up in. the philosophy espoused by the longest
serving Secretary of the Graduate Union, WEF (Bili) Berry
(1948-1984). His mantrum was ‘past graduates for postgraduates’.
By 1911, The University of Melbourne had been flourishing
for over fifty years and had sent forth many talented professionals
into the community. Over this time, a recurring theme when these
graduates met was the need for a more formal arrangement for
socialising, networking and offering support and ideas to their
alma mater. The formation of the University Club by Sir John
Madden in 1901 was an inspiration to graduates who felt they
could also form -an association that would meet their needs.
Casual conversations eventually culminated in action.

The first meetings

A handwritten note from the Secretary of the University Club, dated
20 April 1911 was sent to interested parties, including Professor
Richard J A Berry, stating:

‘T have the honor to inform you that at a meeting of the
General Committee of this Club, held on 20 April, the
following resolution was carried: “That the proposal to hold
a Graduate Dinner on the 29 April, receive the hearty
support of the Club and that the Committee do its utmost to

]

secure as good an attendance of members as possible”’

The proposed dinner did take place and a provisional
committee for a Graduates Association was elected. Minutes of the
first general meeting record that that they were:



Professor Barrett’s Chambers, Collins Street



‘not representative of the different faculties of the
University, consisting as it did of 8 members of the Faculty
of Medicine, 2 from the Faculty of Science, 3 from the
Faculty of Arts, and one each from the Faculties of Law
and Engineering, these numbers being exclusive of the
Vice Chancellor.”

Within two days of the Graduate Dinner being held, a circular
was produced calling for expressions of interest in holding a
meeting of graduates for the purpose of founding an association.
Three days later the meeting took place at the professional rooms
of Dr ] W Barrett at 105 Collins Street, where the composition of
the committee was to be addressed.

‘In a circular dated 1 May 1911, the Vice Chancellor,
Dr ] H MacFarland, convened a meeting of graduates for
the purpose of founding an association. The first meeting
was held on 4 May 1911, at the rooms of Dr J W Barrett, at
No. 105 Collins Street. At the end of the previous month
(29 April) a large and successful dinner had been attended
by some two hundred and sixty persons at the Grand Hotel
(Windsor), when the first provisional committee was elected.
The committee itself was attended, in addition to the afore-
mentioned gentlemen by Dr. Helen Sexton, Mrs Cherry,
Dr Georgina Sweet, Professor Tucker, Professor Baldwin
Spencer, Colonel | G Monash, Mr Frank Tate, Dr Harvey
Sutton, Dr Syme, Dr Adam, Dr Springthorpe, Dr Amess and
Professor RJ A Berry as honorary secretary. Mr J T Collins
was unavoidably absent. The Warden of the Senate, Dr T P
McInemey, and Mr John Lang (founder of the Sports Union)
were co-opted. Faculty representatives were as follows: Law,
Mr ] G Latham, Mr Weigall, Mr E H Serle and Mr Leon; Arts,
Mr H W Allen; Engineering, Mr Merrin; Science, Professor
Lyle; Music, Mr Laver; Medicine, Dr H D Stephens.’?
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Three sub-committees were formed at this first meeting, in
order to examine several ideas: Professor Berry had proposed
that a residential University Club be“formed, Dr Barrett
suggested a Graduates Association and a third sub-committee was
given the task of investigating the possibility of a Graduates Day
at the University.

The second meeting took place just eleven days later on 15 May
1911. On the motion of Colonel Monash, it was agreed that the
Melbourne University (Graduates) Association should be brought
into being.

The objects of the MUGA were stated as follows:

‘...to bring the Life and Thought of the University and of
the Community into more direct relation with each other; to
provide an organisation by means of which public discussions
of University problems and lectures by distinguished visitors
and others could be arranged; thirdly, to bring past members
of the University in closer touch with one another’.*

The annual subscription was 12 shillings and 6 pence for town
members, and ten shillings for country members. For the sum of
five guineas a graduate could become a life member. The life
membership amounts were to become a bankable commodity that
enabled the Graduate Union in later years to purchase property.

To encourage membership, a Graduates Day was proposed and
also a Graduates Journal to be mailed to members, informing them
of forthcoming events. A paid editor, to receive the sum of 150
pounds a year, was also suggested. The editor’s other duties would
be those of registrar of the MUGA. It was hoped at least 800 of the
total 2 500 graduates could be persuaded to enrol for membership.

Professor Berry’s suggestion to form a residential club resulted in
overtures to The University Club, formed in 1901 by Sir John Madden,
then Chancellor of the University, and the club’s first President.
The University Club was favoured with a prize which was valued by
many Melbourne citizens at that time — a liquor licence! A favourable



Constitution was a further bonus. However, the vision for the new
graduates club was to be rather more ambitious.*It was proposed to
have a dining-room, a smoking-room, a social hall, a billiards and
card room and a reading and writing room, among others.

To make the scheme work, some form of alliance with the
University Club, possibly a formal merger, was obviously desirable.
Running expenses were estimated at 2500 pounds a year.

To celebrate the establishment of the MUGA and its aim of
setting up a residential club, a general meeting of past graduates was
held in the Independent Church, Collins Street, on 14 July, 1911,
when the Melbourne University (Graduates) Association came
formally into existence. Dr Barrett, who hosted the first meeting,
was a sponsor with Mr F A Campbell. At the first meeting of the
Executive Council, Colonel John Monash was elected Chairman.’

An unexpected hurdle had been the finding of a secretary prepared
to stick with the job. Even in those days, whilst it was agreed that the
idea of an Association was a good one, perhaps one’s own career
came first. Several secretaries came and went in quick succession.
The position finally rested with Mr E D Ulrich, who happily reported
some six months later, in January 1912, that eighty five pounds was
deposited with the London Bank of Carlton. This was a substantial
sum for the time, with a considerable buying power representing,
in some cases, the basic yearly wage of the average working man.
Following Mr Ulrich, Mr C Stanton Crouch took over as Secretary
and remained in the position for seven years, An arrangement with
the Melbourne University Club was struck, requiring that the sum
of two shillings per member be paid as an affiliation fee.

The first annual dinner of the MUGA took place at the Grand
Hotel (now The Windsor) on 20 April 1912, with Colonel Monash
as President. Mr ] G Latham took office as Chairman of the
Executive Council for the year 1912-13. During its first year, the
membership had fluctuated between 152 and 184 members — well
short of the 800 members that had been anticipated in the
calculations at the inaugural meeting twelve months earlier.



The second annual meeting, held on the 29 July 1913, saw the
election of Mr H W Allen as Chairman, replacing Colonel Monash.
At that time the first number of The Melbourne University Review was
published under the sponsorship of the MUGA.

1912 - The Lectures begin

A stated aim of the MUGA was (the holding of) ‘lectures by
distinguished wvisitors and others’® These lectures proved to
have several benefits : they gave the MUGA a public profile
and encouraged graduates to join the association.

One of the earliest lectures took place at the Independent
Hall in Collins Street on 7 June 1912. The subject of the talk
was ‘Discipline; delivered by Colonel Hubert Foster, R E Challis
Director of Military Science at the University of Sydney. He was
introduced by Colonel John Monash and by accounts of the time
he was warmly received.

The young society was ever vigilant to capture the most
interesting people to spend time in Melbourne and there were
many international travellers arriving here at that time. One lecture
with ‘Limelight Views’ was ‘Cities, Past, Present and Future’,
delivered by Mr W R Davidge of the LLondon County Council..

To encourage socialising among the members after a lecture,
a small notice was sent to graduates which read as follows:

M.U.GA.

The Executive Council desires to promote Social intercourse
among members. To that end, arrangements have been made
with ‘Sargent’s Swanston Street, to reserve a room where light
refreshments will be served to members and their friends
after each lecture. The room is large, and it is hoped that
members will take these opportunities of meeting one another.
The tariff is, — Coffee and Cakes, 9d., Conversation, free.’




It is not known how many members turned up at Sargent’s and
whether or not they enjoyed the coffee ald cakes and free
conversation. This café became a popular meeting place and in
1914 the annual general meeting was held here. Lectures were
regularly held over the next two years, before the constraints of
war put a stop to them.

In Wilson Hall on 6 September 1912 an interested gathering
of MUGA members heard two men talk and give ‘Lantern Views’
of their times in the Antarctic : Mr Griffith Taylor was a geologist
with the Scott Expedition and spoke on ‘Scientific Problems of
the Antarctic’; Captain Davis of the Mawson Expedition spoke on
‘The Voyage of the ‘Aurora”®

The MUGA committee continued to meet at Dr Barrett’s
Chambers in Collins Street. Several committees had been formed
to look after various facets of the Association. There was a Finance
Committee and an Entertainment Committee. The latter was
charged with organising all social activities including luncheons,
sporting days, lectures and of course, the Annual Dinner.
On 5 April 1913 this was held at the Oriental Hotel. The Chairman
was Mr ] G Latham. Later that year a Graduates Day was organised
for early October, involving luncheon in the Students Union,
inspection of laboratories, demonstrations and lecturette, followed
by afternoon tea in the Students Union.

The lecture activity continued each month. Attendance was
encouraging and fraternising after the lectures was eagerly looked
forward to by the graduates. There was a feeling that the
Association was finally building camaraderie that would stand it in
good stead for the future. War was looming, and this fellowship
would be an essential element in holding the MUGA together.

The topics of the lectures are a revealing source of interests at
the time. Some of the subjects now seem decidedly quaint, but in
the early 20th century they drew respectable crowds of graduates
who debated the topics afterwards at Sargent’s Café.

A lecture took place on 23 March 1914 entitled ‘Solving Social
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circles at the thought of the introduction of mundane subjects —
such as solving social problems - to the ‘hothouses of learning’. He
went on to point out that universities had viewed these subjects
with suspicion and alarm, as being ‘likely to unsettle youthful
minds, or to introduce the fury of controversy into the other-
worldly calm of academic life’.*

For all those people not adept at spelling in the English language,
it would have been interesting to have attended a lecture entitled
‘The Case for Phonetic Spelling’ It was delivered by Professor
Thomas George Tucker at the Melbourne Town Hall on 23 June
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1914. The speaker was sponsored by the Melbourne University
Graduates Association, the Secondary Teachérs Association and
the State School Teachers Union.'

A man who was to become the first salaried Vice-Chancellor of
The University of Melbourne delivered a lecture to the MUGA in
1914. The subject covered his experiences in the Antarctic with
both the Shackleton and the Scott expeditions. The man was
Raymond Priestley, and during his time as Vice Chancellor in the
1930s he was faced with many more dilemmas than he ever faced
in the Antarctic. He is remembered as the man who founded the
University Union, which was later to provide a home for the
MUGA when it became the Graduates Section of the Union.

The MUGA was slowly gaining members and creating a society
of comradeship and purpose. Dr Felix Meyer was elected Chairman
at the third annual meeting in August 1914 and for the next
four years the MUGA was forced to curtail its activities due to
the outbreak of war.



Chapter Two

War and Other Skirmishes

In 1914 Australia was a new nation eager to help its ‘Mother
Country’ in its hour of need. Young men in their thousands
volunteered for overseas service and soon found themselves
in exotic places such as Africa, Turkey and France. It is well
documented that these eager young men would put up their
ages in order to be accepted into the army, as a source of
adventure. The graduates from The University of Melbourne
were similarly affected and many in the ranks of the MUGA
volunteered for active service.

With the announcement of hostilities, Colonel Monash, among
others, was granted leave from the MUGA for war service. It was
decided that University Day be abandoned and all graduates who
volunteered for war service were admitted to honorary membership.
Functions were limited to one annual reunion and the subscription
was reduced to five shillings per annum. At that time the member-
ship stood at 268 and the phrase ‘serving in Egypt’ was a common
notation in the membership files. Contributions, within the narrow
limits of the Association’s finances, were made to the patriotic funds.
All subscriptions and activities of the Association were suspended
for the year 1917-18.!

Colonel Monash, the Association’s first Chairman, distinguished
himself as .the first Australian General in command of the
heroic Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. John Monash
became an Australian hero, known to every school child. He
was presented with a knighthood and his name was given to
Melbourne’s second University.

13



AIF March down city street c1915
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On 21 November 1918, as peace returned, the remnants of the
Executive Committee decided it was time to revive the nearly
dormant Melbourne University Graduates “Association. In - April
1919, the seventh annual meeting was presided over by Captain
John Lang, returned from active service. Around this time, the
Melbourne University Graduates Association was sometimes
referred to as The Melbourne Universify*Association (MUA) .2

In May 1919 a reception was held in Wilson Hall for returned
University men, with eight hundred being present. For the first
‘time, mention was made in the Association of the University’s need
for a new Union House and the MUA sent its representative, the
young barrister, R G Menzies, to join a deputation to the State
Government for money for urgent. building requirements. The
Premier, Sir Arthur -Stanley, promised 200000 pounds if the
University itself could raise 50 000 pounds.®

When the Association’s Secretary, Mr Stanton Crouch, resigned
on grounds of ill health in 1919, Mr R G Menzies agreed to act as
an honorary secretary-treasurer for the remainder of that year.
Later, as Sir Robe_rt-Menzies, he was to be remembered: as one of
the pre-eminent Prime Ministers of Australia.

It was. during the 1920s that a small leaflet, The Graduate, was
issued to members. The 1925 minute book indicates 'that.‘...9
numbers of The Graduate were issued, and this feature of the
Association’s work seemed to be appreciated by members. It is
intended to extend and develop it’*

In 1921, the lecture ‘Science in Warfare and in the Post War
Period” was ‘presented by Professor TH Laby. He ‘addressed
members of the MUA in the Natural Phllosophy Lecture Theatre.
This lecture followed an annual meeting' at which Dr Mattmgley
proposed that the Life Membership Subscription be doubled from
ﬁve_guiheas to ten guineas’ It is not recorded if the members were
outraged at this extraordinary price rise, but the concept of life
inembership was one way to ensure that the bank balance of the
Association remained healthy.

15



Sir John Monash, 1923
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The decade of the ‘twenties saw the beginning of monthly
luncheons, a tradition that continues to be popular today. Members
were encouraged to bring guests —.an('i;;:guests were encouraged to
become members: There was a speaker at each luncheon and a
small profit was extracted for the MUGA from the attendance costs.

A luncheon in 1924 held at the Rivoli tea rooms was attended
by around 100 guests. Remembering the cultural attitude that
pervaded Australia until the 1970s, it is not surprising to learn that
the subject was related to ‘Mother England’. Mr S C Lazarus, a
recently appointed lecturer in Philosophy at The University of
Melbourne, was speaking on ‘Reminiscences of Oxford’

The luncheon guests were highly amused when he pointed
out a little-discussed side of this University town. He claimed
that few writers had ever really captured the essence of Oxford.
Certainly it had twenty six Colleges from Worcester in the East, to
Magdalen in the West. However, in the neighbourhood there was a
marmalade factory, and a motor works — and also a brewery! None
of the ‘business’ elite in this part of Oxford town would ‘talk about
the academic side of Oxford with its studies and examinations’®
Much laughter was reported.

Possibly one of the most well known speakers to entertain the
MUA was the internationally renowned New Zealand physicist Sir
Ernest Rutherford, the man who ‘split the atom’. He held the
prestigious position of President of the Royal Society when he
visited Melbourne in 1925. He was immediately approached by the
MUA and agreed to be the key speaker at a luncheon at Scott’s
Hotel in Collins Street. He spoke of conditions at Cambridge
University, explaining that Cambridge was ‘the most vigorous in
the British Empire’. He went on to expand on the increase of
student numbers to 5000 following the war; and that ‘after the war
there was a wild rush for engineering and chemistry which had
now. subsided because there were not sufficient positions available
to absorb the students’’
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Echoing a modern topic of conversation among academics,
Professor Archie Strong delivered a lecture to the graduates in
which he railed against ‘the American methods.of hawking “cheap”
University wares to the doors — a popularising of education in that
way was bad’. He commented that ‘Lord Bryce (it is unknown if he
was a colleague or acquaintance) had told his father that “Australian
universities had little hold on the community — in fact, less than
universities in other countries”.?

Following a banquet at Menzies Hotel in 1926, sponsored by
the MUA, one of the guests bestowed a large endowment. He was
Mr Sydney Myer, owner of the growing Myer Emporium. With
this bequest, the place of lunches and dinners as fund raisers was
firmly established.®

In April 1934 Mr Justice Lowe was appointed President, succeeding
Mr B T Zwar. The new Vice Chancellor of the University, DrRE
Priestley, was a guest of the Association, having forged an alliance.
many years previously when he delivered a lunchtime talk to the
group in 1914 about his experiences as a member of both the Scott
and the Shackleton Antarctic expeditions.

Joining the University Union
‘At the annual general meeting at The Lyceum Club in 1936 the
membership stood at four hundred and fifty three. This included
sixty life members, with the added prospect of a further one
hundred and fifty, who had already been enrolled by the University
Union in return for contributions to the Union House Appeal.
The Executive Council was authorised to enter into negotiations
with the Union Board of Management for the admission of MUA
members. The subscription was fixed at the existing price of ten
shillings. and sixpence, for which use of facilities in the new
building would be allowed.

Negotiations continued through 1937 and were passed at the
final meeting of the Melbourne University Association on 21
December 1937, with Dr. Weigall presiding. This resulted in the

18



MUA becoming an autonomous Graduates Section of the Union.

Between mid-May and 30 June 1938, seven thousand graduates
received circular letters inviting them to membership. Five hundred
and ninety pounds was paid in subscriptions. Membership of the
Graduate Society exceeded eight hundred, made up of the existing
life and annual members of the Melbourne University Association,
and others who gave a minimum sum (five guineas) to the Union
Building Appeal.

Over the next decade, and through the course of the Second
World War, the Graduates Section of the University Union
was socially active. There was a film group, a tennis group, and
‘Union nights’ were organised as social events. The luncheons and
speakers continued.

After the war, many returned servicemen and women either took
up undergraduate courses or pursued postgraduate work. From
1947 to 1949, the Mildura Branch of The University of Melbourne, at
the ex-RAAF 2 Operational Training Unit wartime station, was home
to nearly 5000 undergraduates, mainly ex-servicemen and women.

The Melbourne University (Graduates) Association existed on
its own for twenty seven years from 1911, becoming part of the
University Union in 1938. During these years, the MUA wielded
considerable influence in University affairs.

In 1948 a staff appointment brought the realisation of a
Graduate residence much closer. It was decided that a part-time
paid secretary should be appointed to look after the affairs of the
Graduates Section. The minutes of a 1948 meeting record:

‘The Honorary Secretary outlined the qualifications  of
various applicants and explained that Mr W Berry, a member
of the administrative staff, and Mr Eldridge, a Sydney
Graduate recently retired from the Senior Mastership of
the Royal Australian Naval College, appeared to be the most
eligible. Associate Professor Burton and the Secretary had
approached the Vice Chancel]or,\Mr] D G Medley, concerning

19
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Chapter Three

The Graduate Union Emerges

By 1953 Australia had settled into a period of calm following the
upheaval caused by the Second World War. Population figures
were accélerating due to both the immigration program and the
‘baby boom’ The country was in its fourth year of rule by a Liberal
Government headed by Mr R G Menzies who had been an
influential member of the MUGA after the First World War.

In the same year, the Graduates Section of the University Union
broke away to become an independent body known as the
Graduate Union of The University of- Melbourne. Its former
Secretary, Sir Robert Menzies, would maintain his ties with the
Graduate Union during and following his 17-year term of office as
Prime Minister.

In the late 1940s and early 1950s the Graduates Section of the
University Union worked in a tiny office in Barry Street, Carlton.
Due to cutbacks, the Secretary, Bill Berry, was running the office
virtually single-handed and had started producing the early issues
of The Melbourne Graduatein August 1950.

A correspondence column was introduced in the second issue
(November 1950) in order to let the members express their views.
One of the first letters contained a condemnation of the new
publication in these words:

‘Sir, I trust there will be no need to publish this letter in
your correspondence columns, in that there will be no
further issue of The Melbourne Graduate. The recent drive for
membership of the Union stressed the Union’s needs

21
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a request for more funds ‘because printing is expensive
and (b) a request for increased patronage of the Union
dining room, which is a ‘pertinent source of loss’, and so
may have to be closed.

‘Graduates with whom I have discussed The Melbourne
Graduate are unanimous that the Gazette meets their needs
in providing information of University activities, and that
The Melbourne Graduate, if No. 1 is a fair sample, will simply



clutter further the already overworked printing presses of
Melbourne. If we must burst into print, let us aim to inform
the public of the more worthwhile-activities of the University,
rather than bleat inconsequentially in one another’s ears:
Or, if a section of the Union feels that The Melbourne
Graduate meets its needs, let it be maintained by a specific
subscription, and not by a levy on Union funds as a whole.
“Yours, etc. A B Edwards. October 2, 1950.”!

The writer’s wish was not granted, and The Melbourne Graduate
continues to be published to this day. The publication usually ran
to around fifty pages and one edition had almost 100 pages.
It grew to a quarto size sheet in 1957 and has been redesigned
several times since then to keep pace with readers expectations.

The Graduate Union was still concerned with the foundation
of its own postgraduate residence. In the May 1951 edition,
W E F (Bill) Berry, the editor, published a piece entitled “Towards
a Residential University’. A large-scale appeal for building funds
was about to be launched and the Kew Mental Asylum area had
been chosen as a possibility for further expansion. A member,
Dr Ben Wadham, was a young graduate in 1953 and recalls the
atmosphere around the University at that time:

‘It was a time of change as the former Graduates Section of
the Melbourne University Union left its nest to establish its
separate existence and animus. Hospital Junior House
Officers in those days grossed $20 (sic) per week and keep,
so it was my mum who presented me with life membership
of the GU when that became available.

‘It was, of course, Bill Berry’s vision that largely drove the
Graduate Union in its early days and my brief stay at London
House in 1968 strengthened my belief in the desirability of a
similar facility in Melbourne (though, sadly, Melbourne
lacked the resource of a Lord Nuffield!). The increasing
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numbers of overseas graduates pursuing postgraduate
studies in Melbourne was an important raison d’etre as well.
The progress of our organisation was severely inhibited by
the interest rate hikes and galloping inflation in the 1970s.

‘In its early days the Graduate Union provided a vehicle for
attracting donations from graduates in support of their alma
mater through the Graduate Fund. Relationships between
the Union and the University administration were ever
changing and, some years ago, the University sponsored the
Alumni as a separate body, complementary to the Graduate
Union with significant help from our own organisation : as
part of its activity the Alumni became responsible for the
Graduate Fund. At the same time, as perusal of our
Newsletters shows, the Graduate Union expanded the range
of activities available to our membership.’

One initiative to raise money was ‘Operation Bootstrap!
Council member Barbara Funder explained:

‘...In 1959 the Graduate Union was seeking to increase its
membership to its present total in excess of 5000 members.
Early in that year the Council granted 250 pounds for
the purpose of conducting a membership drive among
graduates of the Universit. As a means of rapid
identification the drive was labelled ‘Operation Bootstrap’
(a title which may have been offensive to some). The use of
the term ‘bootstrap’ implied that this unsatisfactory state of
affairs could be remedied by our own efforts and that we
could haul ourselves up by our own bootstraps. Members
were asked to consider inviting another graduate to join
the Union and those on a supplementary Roll of Members
received (as happens at present) a Chairman’s letter,
but also a message card and reply-paid envelope for his
prospective member/friend. At the time Council wondered
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if this savoured of ‘high pressure methods used by certain
American publications to increase their -circulation!’
It was thought then that the failure of graduates to
interest themselves was simply due to lack of invitation or
recommendation. They aimed at a target of 5 000 members!
The September 1959 issue of The Melbourne Graduate reports
a successful beginning.”

Intense lobbying was required by the Graduate Union to
convince the University administration that a postgraduate
housing facility would be an asset, especially if Melbourne was
serious in encouraging international students to study here.

One distinguished graduate of The University of Melbourne,
Dr EW O (Warren) Perry, was an early contributor to The
Melbourne Graduate. Now a nonogenarian, Warren Perry was
an annual member until about 1954 and later took out life
membership. He recalls being on the Council in the mid-1950s in
the company of the late Charles Focken and the late Noel Bergere,
who became a Master of the Supreme Court and father of the
Graduate Union’s constitution.

At that time, Melbourne was Victoria’s sole University, and
Dr Perry remembered some of the great scholars and administrators
who were all early members of the Graduate Union. These included
Professors Chisholm, Medley, Paton, Lodewyckx, Samuel, and
Sir John Latham, its first President. Dr. Perry comments:

‘William Berry was an outstanding personality in those early
years when, as a member of the Registrar, Frank Johnston’s
staff, he looked after the Graduates Section in the University
Union (later the Graduate Union). He was a superb and
energetic administrator and a concise clear speaker at
meetings, attributes which made him an excellent CEO of
the Graduate Union later on.
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‘Our annual Black Tie Dinners were a feature of the Graduate
Union in the fifties and sixties. Academic gowns were worn
and names of some significance in the University and the
Union, Latham, and Norris were present. A former Minister
for Education, Sir John Bloomfield drew a wide audience.

‘My memories have been slumbering soundly for so long
and I speak of a more formal and, in some ways, more
picturesque era. I acknowledge the need for the Graduate
Union to adjust to the present day, especially with the
advent of Graduate House and its young postgraduate
scholars and non-resident members.’

Luncheons at the Victoria Coffee Palace

Before the Graduate Union moved to its permanent home with a
dining room in the terraces adjacent to The University of
Melbourne, the monthly luncheon meetings had been held in
various restaurants and hotels.

During the decades of the ‘forties, ‘fifties and ‘sixties, the
Victoria Hotel (formerly the Victoria Coffee Palace) became the
regular venue. It was there that an array of interesting speakers
guaranteed large audiences. The central venue was a boon to the
many doctors and dentists whose rooms were in nearby Collins
Street and to the engineers, stockbrokers and lawyers from the
western end of the city.

The Victoria had a spacious dining room capable of holding
well over 100 people and delivered the style and service
expected during that era. The tables were covered in crisp linen
napery, with gleaming silver and glassware. Every table had fresh
flowers, and the waiting staff were formally dressed in black and
white uniforms.

Members would assemble for pre-prandial drinks and were
greeted by Bill Berry. Over the standard pale fino sherry served in
the reception area, acquaintanceships would be renewed and

26



Palace, 1961

networking would commence. From across the many yards of floral
carpet, a discreet pianist would be heard playing a selection of
music, ranging from Ivor Novello to Rodgers and Hammerstein!

The meals were usually of three courses, but there was
definitely no lean cuisine. There was always a selection of fine
wines with non-alcoholic beverages for those who needed to keep
their heads clear for an afternoon’s work back in their rooms!
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Grattan and Leicester Streets, just south of the main University
Campus and opposite a park.

The purchase price was raised through several avenues. The
subscriptions of the graduate members and life subscriptions
which had been slowly collected over the previous five years now
amounted to 6 000 pounds. Two thirds of the purchase money was
provided by the National Bank, with some assistance from a
University guarantee, negotiated by the Council of the Graduate
Union and its Secretary, Bill Berry. It was considered that the price
paid, 21 500 pounds, was ‘full and fair’ at that time.*
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Chapter Four

The Realisation of Graduate House -

In 1930 in_the City of London, a grand old Georgian building in
Mecklenburgh Square, WCIN became London House and
subsequently the inspiration for Melbourne’s Graduate House.
London House is mentioned in the writings of Virginia Woolf and
Charles Dickens. Situated opposite a park, London House was set
up as a Charitable Trust by several London businessmen under Sir
William Goodenough. They recognised the need for a residential
centre for international graduates undertaking postgraduate work
in their city. Their intention was to provide a quality residence for
graduates from the Commonwealth, USA and Europe.

London at that time was the mecca for many postgraduate
students who needed a modestly priced option for accommodation.
At that time there was competition with the Inns-of-Court, the
Royal Colleges of Physicians and of Surgeons, the numerous
specialist colleges forming the University of London, and many
other professional training establishments.

Acknowledging a similar need for The University of
Melbourne, and following the London model, Gladstone
Terrace was seen as a suitable model when it became available in
1957. One distinct difference between the London funding and
that of Melbourne’s Graduate House was that for the former,
money was raised from high profile businessmen, but for the
latter, from the Union’s own membership and life subscriptions.
Dr Bill Lempriere, a councillor in the 1950s and 1960s, had
espoused the idea of a London House model for Melbourne and
relations between London House and Graduate House were
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London House, the inspiration for Graduate House
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cemented by Mr Bill Berry in 1968 when he visited London.!

The park in Leicester Street, to become known as University
Square, was the home of a bowling club-and had a large expanse of
grass and a tall stand of fine elm trees. Over the coming years
residents would use the park for much needed relaxation from
studies, in walking along the pathways, lounging under the trees,
or playing games.

Over the next five years, gradual refurbishment of Gladstone
Terrace, tenanted for some years, began to take place. Each of the
seven houses in the terrace was connected to the other to create
easy access and extensive renovations were needed to make them
suitable to fulfil two roles — that of a graduate residence and also
an office for the association.

The first stage of Graduate House was officially opened by
Sir Lesley Martin, Chairman, Australian Universities Commission,
on 13 July 1962. This was the first of three stages of a building
program and provided accommodation in one terrace house for
seven postgraduate scholars. The first resident was Brian Parker, an
MA candidate from London, who moved into 228 Leicester Street
in 1962. He was soon joined by another six postgraduate scholars
and over the next decade the number grew to fifty four residents.

The buying and selling of property by the Graduate Union
became a common occurrence in the ensuing years. In 1968, the
building at 205-211 Grattan Street was purchased for $38 000 and
subsequently sold to the University in the same year. A smaller
terrace at 210214 Leicester Street selling for $70 000 was
considered a wise purchase. The site of the forthcoming multi-
storey building for Graduate House was then purchased for $311
000 in 19742 Known as Kidd’s Warehouse, (later Danks), it is
situated next door to the present Graduate House. This last
purchase gave the Graduate Union a frontage of more than 200
feet in Leicester Street facing University Square and an area of
three-quarters of an acre for future expansion.
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with the academic speakers and civic leaders, Bill Berry decided now
and then to add a popular figure of the time to stimulate bookings.
This idea worked well when the crime fiction writer Ngaio Marsh
spoke to an intrigued throng in February 1949, drawing the largest
ever attendance recorded at one of those luncheons.

Speakers over the past fifty years have included an impressive
company of High Court Judges, a Civil Celebrant, zoologists,
philosophers, plastic surgeons, parliamentarians, PhDs in
many disciplines, economics experts, aboriginal activists, a
mutation researcher, a playwright, a curator, a publisher, a dancer,
engineers, an ombudsman, a Lord Mayor, an RSL President,
Police Commissioners, clergy, a genealogist, journalists, Antarctic
explorers and anyone else brave enough to face the informed
questioning that often followed.

The ‘Year of Graduation’ gatherings afforded another way to
attract new members. These were tried for a while with those who
had completed their degrees in a given year, inviting them to
attend a late afternoon gathering in Graduate House. It was
hoped that these past graduates, who often stayed on for dinner,
would become members. As with the monthly luncheons, Bill
used these gatherings as a forum to spread the word about the
aims of the Graduate Union and attract more new members.
The response was generally fairly good. However, one particular
night, the technique worked even better than the optimistic
Mr Berry could have imagined.

The first year chosen was, in fact, an entire decade - that of the
1920s. On this occasion, a graduate named Stella Langford was so
impressed with the aims and ideals of the Graduate Union that she
took Bill Berry aside and confided that she intended to make
provision for the Graduate Union in her will.

This provision was generous enough to fund the purchase of
the three Victorian Houses directly on the south side of Kidd’s
Warehouse. The Stella Langford Annexe today augments the
accommodation available to postgraduate scholars.
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Bill Berry would often distribute enrolment forms outside
Wilson Hall after Graduation ceremonies to encourage new
members. Meg Smith was one graduate approached by the eager
Secretary-Warden. She recalls::

‘Receiving a postgraduate degree in 1971, I was met by
Bill as I came out, with his application for membership
form, to the amusement of us both’.

The Council meetings

The Graduate Councils of the day included many notable
names from the academic, professional and business communities
and the office staff were required to keep Councillors informed of
current matters, progress and ideas which led to discussion and
decisions at the bi-monthly meetings.

Until the Union found its home in Leicester Street, Council
meetings were held at various University venues, city professional
rooms, and then permanently in the Anderson Room in Graduate
House. The Chairman presided and led discussions and many
historic, farreaching decisions were reached as the College expanded.

Noel Bergere, a Master of the Supreme Court and the father
of the Graduate Union’s Constitution, was an invaluable advisor
to Council. He had been crippled by poliomyelitis at age three and
would drive himself up to meetings from his city chambers in an
old, specially-fitted Humber Snipe. Barbara Funder was deputed
to keep him a parking spot in front of Graduate House and
assemble his wheelchair.

The Council meetings began promptly at 5.30pm. Although he
often made a late entry into the discussion, Councillor Bergere was
always quick to grasp the thread. The dissecting scalpel of his logic
and commonsense was applied during a dry recital of the facts,
delivered in his quiet voice. As with young barristers in his court, he
could be devastating to any ill-prepared member. He was, however,
a loyal and wise friend to many, including Bill Berry who, himself,
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Stage One of Graduate House opened in 1962, and W E F Berry
was appointed the Founding Warden. Over the next 24 years he
guided the activities of the Graduate Union and Graduate House.
He remained in this position until his retirement in 1984. Even
after his retirement, his individual spirit often led him to question
Union and University policies and many lively, sometimes fiery,
exchanges at meetings would take place.

There are many examples of Bill’s practical attitude to life. The
Graduate Union was dependent on the University for the funding
of many services in the very early days. When they could no longer
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afford to pay for secretarial help, Bill taught himself to type. Aside
from typing, Bill developed other skills as the needs arose. He cut
hedges, served the drinks and even waited on tables. When the
kitchen was without a chef, Bill went to the market and bought the
produce required for the meals.

Bill’s fierce commitment to getting the job done — shaping Graduate
House and its residential program — led people to either consider
him as a friend or a foe. Dr Robin Sharwood crossed swords with
Bill Berry on many occasions, and recalls those interesting times:

‘My involvement with the Graduate Union began in 1974,
when I was made a Fellow, and continued for a number of
years, culminating in the office of President (1986-1989).

‘I enjoyed my early relations with Mr Berry, already a
legendary Secretary-Warden. A great character, I admired
his single-minded dedication to the Union, of which (in its
modern form) he was largely the architect.

‘Unfortunately, his single-mindedness had its downside. He
wanted to run things in his own way, and increasingly, he sat
pretty lightly to its formal governing structures. When he
agreed (reluctantly) to resign, he chose to play the role, not
of Elder Statesman (which would have readily been
accorded to him), but of leader of a Government-in-Exile.

‘For some years, the Union was a deeply troubled organisation,
which was costly to it in all sorts of ways, although, somehow, it
continued to fulfil its core functions. My position as President
in that period, was, to say the least, difficult. Despite everything,
however, I continued to like Mr Berry personally, and never
doubted his good intentions, however exasperating I might
have found his activities. The Graduate Union still was, and
still is, his enduring legacy to the University community.
I am qualified to note that it now appears to be entering
the “broad, sunlit up-lands” which must always be its goal.’
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Bill believed absolutely in the notion that a University ought to
actively keep in touch with its graduates and with some intense
lobbying to outside interests, he raised considerable sums of
money for the Graduate Building Fund and also the Graduate
Fund for University purposes.

It has been calculated that in his working career at the Graduate
Union, Bill dealt with thousands of people - including many
members, the various Councils, with Presidents and Chairmen
and the core of his job, generations of residents. His practical
advice and help to generations of students forged friendships
which lasted long after their departure from the College. i

His involvement with the scholars did not end at Graduate House.
Many knew the comforts of a good lunch at the Berry home in
Ivanhoe with Bill and his wife Vera, a warm and welcoming hostess.
There were many wide ranging discussions around a log fire and a
walk in the park with the dogs. It was a touch of home, away from
home. Those students would return to their own countries with
glowing praise for their time at Graduate House. So successful
was Bill at encouraging membership that in the decade of the
‘eighties, the Graduate Union numbers greatly increased.

The Council, in March 1982 admitted Bill to Honorary Life
Membership of the Graduate Union, as a mark of signal honour.
Bill Berry died in 1999. He had founded a small society of
committed graduates after his retirement, and this group became
the trustee of a generous bequest. Now, the William Berry Post-
Graduate College Trust continues his work and directs its.donations
to the upkeep of the residential quarters in Graduate House.

When Bill Berry retired in 1984, Mr Geoffrey Fairhall inherited
a robust group with membership in excess of 6000 graduates, and
a graduate residence. Whilst there is a social aspect to the
organisation, Bill saw the real agenda as helping postgraduates in
further studies, and raising money to that end. His philosophy
‘past graduates for postgraduates’ continues to this day.
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Chapter Seven

The People of the Graduate Union

The intellectual, the eccentric, the charismatic, and the colourful
are the types of people who have shaped the character of the
Graduate Union over the past ninety years. At least two Prime
Ministers, a Governor of Victoria, a Governor of the Reserve
Bank of Australia, a Chief Justice, some Chancellors and Vice-
Chancellors are among the thousands of people who have
been involved in Graduate House either as Councillors, Fellows,
benefactors, residents or as rank and file members.

The Founders

Since the original council of the Melbourne University Graduates
Association of 1911, many notable names have contributed to
its success. The first Chairman, Sir John Monash, was followed
by Mr J G (later Sir John) Latham for the year 1912-13. He was
a politician, a diplomat and Chief Justice of the High Court, and
went on to become Chancellor of The University of Melbourne,
having also led the Australian delegation to the League of Nations
in 1926.

Another notable Chairman was Sir George Syme (1929-30) of
The Age newspaper empire, who unfortunately died during his
term of office. Dr J] W Barrett, who generously provided the rooms
for the earliest meetings of the MUGA was to go on to serve in the
First World War. He became Vice Chancellor of The University of
Melbourne in 1931 and was acting Chancellor in 1934. It was he
who recommended the appointment of Raymond Priestley as
Chancellor in 1935.!
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Staff of Graduate House, 2002, (left to right)~ Geoffrey Dye, Andrea Rulli,
Lyn Weston, Diane Thomas, Peter Cunningham, Lou Tarquinio, Paul Reidy,
Rosie Ellul, Margaret Schintler, Eugene Spanti (absent; Brenda Greaney)

Housekeeper Brenda Greaney in the dining room
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The Graduate Union Years

Since gaining independence in 1953 as the Graduate Union,
there have been many august individuals who have served as
Presidents. Sir John Latham maintained his interest in the
association he helpéd found in 1911 and in 1953 he became
the first President under a new. constitution. He was followed by
Sir William Johnston, Sir Alexander Fitzgerald, Sir James Tait,
Dr Phillip Law and Mr Maurice Brown. The Rev Dr ] Davis
McCaughey was appointed in 1981; Sir John Minogue, 1983;
Dr Robin Sharwood 1986;. then by Professor Kenneth Hunt,
Dr Ralph Howard, and Justice David Harper. In 2001 Mr Frank
Lees became the thirteenth President of the Graduate Union.

Dr Ronald Davey, a former Vice President and Chairman in the
1980s and an Honorary Life Member remembers those years and
records his appreciation:

‘Having received my first degree from The University of
Melbourne on a scholarship, I chose to repay the University
by service to the Graduate Union which serves the community
of scholars by providing a post-graduate college for students
from all over the country and the world. A personal benefit
to me has been the formation of friendships with a number
of very fine people of like mind, who believe that helping
such students is of real benefit to the University and the
country. This has amply repaid my contributions.’

The Secretary-Wardens

There have been eleven Secretary-Wardens looking after the day-to-day
interests of the Graduate Union.2 After the retirement of Bill Berry,
Geoftrey Fairhall held the post for the next six years and consolidated
the membership. Ian Barrah followed and was succeeded by Fran
O’Brien. She was a friendly and practical woman who knew the ways
of the Graduate Union. Fran had joined the staff of the Graduate
Union as a receptionist and typist. Her skills soon became evident
and she progressed to House Manager, and finally became
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Secretary-Warden. Many postgraduate scholars remember her
commonsense, down-to-earth attitude and efficient ways. Tragically,
she died suddenly in office barely two years later. Several Secretary-
Wardens were then appointed in quick succession.

In 2001, Eugene Spanti took the position. His qualifications in
the areas of hospitality and food services will be important assets as
the new Graduate House expands these facilities.

The Graduate Union Fellows

Once the Graduate Union was established as a bona fide college of
The University of Melbourne, Bill Berry decided it was time to
suggest to the Council that this new college should appoint its own
Ordihary Fellows and Research Fellows.

No attempt was made to specify the duties or functions of the
first Fellows, since it was felt that time and experience would show
whether the concept was valid and how it could be developed. The
tenure of the first Fellows was three years with a renewable period
of two years.?

It was assumed that the Fellows would have a special relationship
with junior postgraduate members in residence. At first this was
the case, with special Fellows Nights being convened by Professor
H F Simon. Gradually, however, the residential composition of
Graduate House changed and it became more senior in character
as more and more post-doctoral scholars sought admission.

Another of the original functions of the Fellows was to share
in the formal control of Graduate House. By 1976, it was clear that
some change in the original concept was needed. The Graduate
Council set up a Fellowship Nomination Committee, not only
to consider possible new appointments, but also to re-examine
the bases of rights, duties, privileges and the constitutional
requirements for fellowship.

In September 1977 the Articles relating to Fellows were changed in
some important particulars. Direct reference to the University’s
Professorial Board and to existing Fellows in making new appoint-
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Volunteers Fran Rule, Patricia Boaden, Marie Keogh and Eva Nagy during a

mailout, assisted by Chloe the bichon

ments was no longer required. Achievements in fields other than
academic ones were to be considered as grounds for appointment.

The Fellowship was most active through the decade of the
‘seventies, but has lapsed in recent years. However, lately there has
been some interestin its revival.

Today’s Volunteers

It is well known in the Graduate Union community that the regular
commitment and enthusiasm of a special group of members
ensures that the monthly mail-outs and the quarterly The Melbourne
Graduate arrive on time. These are, of course, the volunteers, some
of whom have given many years of their time as helpers.

Life Member Patricia Boaden, a graduate in Arts and Music,
was a member of the Graduate Council in the early 1990s and has
now returned in a new role as a regular volunteer. Patricia enjoys the
company of her group and brings along a canine helper, her bichon,
Chloe, who is a source of amusement and pleasure to all who meet her.

Marie Keogh, a Life Member, is another regular volunteer.
A graduate in Arts in 1958, she studied in the Faculty of Education
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in the ‘70s and ‘80s. Marie joined the Graduate Union for quiet
reading and relaxation and an occasional evening dinner. Now, in
retirement from her position as director of Mercy College Campus
in Ascot Vale, she has found satisfaction in serving as a volunteer.

Arts graduate and Life Member Eva Nagy enjoys the social
activities in the Graduate Union, but wants to be useful as well.
For her, the volunteer’s group fulfils this purpose and has the
added advantage of the intellectual stimulus provided by a
companionable group of diverse personalities.

Stanley and Margaret Dean have been familiar faces at
functions since the 1960s. Stanley, a graduate in Engineering and
former Chairman in the late 1960s and Margaret, an Arts graduate
from the University of Bristol, assist with the monthly mailouts as a
way of supporting the Union’s provision of a means for graduates
to communicate and meet.

The Speakers

‘The matter of the first luncheon of the Association was
considered. It was decided to hold the lunch at the Victoria
Coffee Palace’ .t

This notation in early Minutes marks the beginning of a series of
monthly luncheon meetings with guest speakers, from April 1921.

Many speakers have held the attention of graduate audiences
since 1911. Originally, the lectures were delivered at night in a
hall, followed by asupper at various nearby venues. The idea of
the luncheon with a lecture took hold in 1921 and has continued
through the years despite the various name changes of the
Union. Luncheons were hosted by the Graduates Section of the
University Union from 1936-1952 and were then continued by the
independent Graduate Union.

The first luncheon speaker was Sir Henry Braddon, KBE, ML.C,
a businessman and lecturer in Business Principles and Practice in
the University of Sydney. He was followed by many eminent
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academics, scientists and business people throughout the decade
of the ’twenties. '

During the economic depression of the late "twenties and early
‘thirties, the MUA attracted such speakers as Sir Malcolm Sargeant,
Sir Bernard Heinze and Mr Neville Cardus, Music Critic for The
Times of London.

During the 1940s Mr Noel Coward asked that an extra two
shillings be added to the two shillings and sixpence charged at the
Victoria Goffee Palace, as he was speaking_ for charity. There were
boom attendances during these years with the accommodation of
upwards of 250 members,. causing considerable delight to the
Union’s executive. Sir Keith Murdoch was another notable speaker
during the ’‘forties. Some of the speakers who entertained and
informed during the decade of the ‘fifties included Mr Frank
Crean, who became the Treasurer in the Whitlam Government, Sir
John Medley, Sir Macfarlane Burnet and Joan Hammond. Politics
and science were represented in the ’sixties by Arthur Calwell,
Senator Sam Cohen and Professor Gustav Nossal.?

It was not until 1975 that the luncheons moved to the dining
room at Graduate House. Meetings are now always held on the first
Wednesday of the month and attendance continues to be strong.

THE SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

The Graduate Union thrives because of the individualism of its
members. Whilst they have a mutual goal — the support of post-
graduates by past graduates — members have formed common
interest groups to further enhance communication and socialisation.
All the following ‘arms’ of the Graduate Union help raise funds
through their particular areas of interest.

GradLinks

GradLinks describe themselves as ‘a sub-group of the Graduate
Union of The University of Melbourne’. They provide social
activities for single graduates from all universities who are less than
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A Graduate Union group on a bush walk
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forty five years of age. This group gives graduates the opportunity
to network at both personal and professional levels through the
organised monthly social activities. The subgroup’s intent is to
recreate a conducive environment in which friendships and networks,
similar to those established in undergraduate years, can be fostered.

GradLinks consists of dynamic and lively professionals with
varying qualifications and interests. A typical month of activities
includes a monthly luncheon at Graduate House. A social night at
the House is a popular way to introduce potential members to the
group over drinks and dinner. Dressing up for the occasion is
encouraged. Other activities include tennis afternoons, cocktail
parties and recently a Pub Discovery tour explored some of the
more interesting hotels around Melbourne. A Wednesday dance
night is proving successful and a beginners night is included every
few months for those needing to learn the steps.

Liz Shellard is a graduate in Social Work and has been a
member of GradLinks since 1998. She was initially attracted to this
younger social sub-group because it offers the opportunity to
socialise and network with other graduates.

Liz was co-opted to the Graduate Council in 1999 and
subsequently to the 2000 Elections. She has been involved in
various committees, including the House Board in 2001, which is
concerned with the residential component of the college.

Since joining the Union, and now as a member of Council, Liz
has especially enjoyed meeting other graduates of all ages and
disciplines and having contact with the resident postgraduate
scholars. She has also been entertained by the variety of guest
speakers at the Union’s monthly luncheons and seasonal dinners.

Liz Shellard offered the comment, ‘... my involvement with the
Graduate Union has enriched my life in many, many ways and I look
forward to being part of the future of the new Graduate House.’
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Solo Graduates

Solo Graduates was formed to cater for a group of single people
who expressed the need for both intellectual challenges and social
interaction with professionals like themselves.

Membership of Solos is obtained by joining the Graduate Union of
The University of Melbourne and is open to all people with a tertiary
qualification (ie a 3-year stt-secoridary course). The group.is run by an
elected committee whose main function is to assist with the coordination
of events. The group’s events are run by members and there is no paid
organiser. The range of activities is very broad and includes both indoor
and outdoor functions. There are about ten to twenty events per month.

The main social function for each month is the fourth Friday
social night at Graduate House in Carlton. The format for this
evening is a social gathering with a meal and wine. Up to sixty five
people attend this function which provides an opportunity for
socialising prior to, during, and after the meal. Sometimes theme
nights are incorporated into the evening. This burgeoning group is
actively secking members, and encourages those who are interested
to attend several functions before déciding if they will join the group.

A typical Solos newsletter reveals their interests.

‘... July has us in a firm winter grip. Why not break the
hold at Port & Poetry around a log fire at Eltham. We’ll be
introducing Performance Poetry ... Jenny’s music party was a
great success with plenty of live music, chat and song. It was
a good night arouh.d the fire. Theatre nights continue to be
popular with a good ‘roll up’ at the Clocktower where Wolf
Lullaby was performed. Bushwalks continue to be ever popular’

Andre Cleghorn recounts how he joined Solos.

‘Until I read an advertisement in The Age newspaper for the
Solo Graduates Group, I did not know of the existence of
the Graduate Union or what this small ad would do. About
eight years on I find myself a councillor at a crucial and
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exciting time in the life of the Graduate Union.

‘I joined like so many other younger members, for the social
functions in a collegiate atmosphere. Later I learnt about the
residential accommodation provided for postgraduate students
and visiting academics and other activities the Graduate
Union offers. The next stage in the development of Graduate
House, the new building on the ‘Kidds’ warehouse site offers
so many possibilities to invigorate the Graduate Union and
provide the facilities our members expect.’

The Italian Group

In the early 1990s, Ingrid Burke, an active Graduate Union
member, started a series of Language Dinners where a language
other than English could be spoken under ‘real’ conditions over a
splendid meal. Italian, French or German were the chosen tongues
and for some years the dinners were extremely popular. The
beverages loosened inhibitions and conversations flowed. A teacher
was on hand to help with the grammar and the participants rallied
enthusiastically. With the untimely passing of Ingrid Burke, the
only activity to survive was the dinner where Italian was spoken.

On the first Monday night of the month, the Anderson Room
at Graduate House is alive with Italian speakers enjoying a pre-
dinner drink. After dinner in the Ian Potter Dining Room, the
group enjoys coffee and discussion around an article from a paper
or magazine. The group emphasises the fact that all that is needed
is some basic vocabulary and a real interest in the Italian tongue.

The Women’s Forum

A group of graduate women convened by Shirley Horne and
Patricia Boaden decided that they would like to have a discussion
group in which they could express their opinions on a wide range
of subjects, without the interjections of those who assume they
know far more than the fairer sex.
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The Geriatrix enjoying lunch at Graduate House

The Geriatrix

Some long standing members of the Graduate Union who enjoy
regular socialising together, now revel in the name ‘Geriatrix’. This
name was coined by well known Melbourne identity and wine buff
Jimmy Watson, of the esteemed restaurant in Lygon Street,
Carlton, which was formerly the meeting place for the group. They
have now succumbed to the cosy atmosphere of Graduate House,
where they fill the dining room with their laughter and intend to
continue doing so for many years to come.
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Chapter Fight

The Way Ahead

‘Oxford undergraduates spent their time reclining in rooms on orange
cushions, wearing suede shoes or playing marbles on the steps of the
Bodleian’. This was part of a speech given by Mr S C Lazarus,
Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Oxford, as part of his
address in May 1924 to the Melbourne University Association. He
did not elaborate on the activities of postgraduates at Oxford, but
the image of scholars reclining in rooms on orange cushions is
diametrically opposed to the dedicated and serious scholars who
undergo postgraduate studies in the 21st century.!

No longer is a postgraduate scholar content with lodgings that
provide a comfortable room and a small desk with three meals a
day. Neither is a fireplace valued as a place over which to toast
crumpets and muffins, as was the case in the ivy covered colleges of
Oxford and Cambridge — an activity which has been woven into
novels and stories in countless books over several hundred years.

A larger, modern postgraduate residence is necessary to keep
pace with the growing numbers of scholars wishing to pursue
studies at The University of Melbourne. The present Graduate
House can host only fiftyfour postgraduate scholars at any one
time and there is a long waiting list. Kidd’s Warehouse had been
viewed as a possible site for a new, larger Graduate House.

Over the last few decades, various suggestions and plans were
considered for the site. When the park opposite Graduate House
was redeveloped as University Square, an underground parking
area was provided beneath the square, with access from Berkeley
Street, to ease the growing pressure of increased motor traffic and
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parking limitations around the university. The new car park
created concerns about the complex issues of traffic management
in Grattan Street.

At a mecting of Convocation addressed by Dr Daines, Deputy
Principal (Property and Buildings) in The University of Melbourne,
the representative of the Faculty of Engineering, Mr Frank Lees,
suggested that a tunnel from the car park to Bouverie Street,
beneath the Kidd’s building, would improve traffic flow. The
demolition of Kidd’s Warehouse for the construction of a tunnel
would leave vacant land on which the Graduate Union could build
additional premises. Negotiations between the Graduate Union
and The University of Melbourne resulted in the University
purchasing the underground rights and, in an equitable manner,
accepting that the Graduate Union would retain the above ground
rights. Settlement took place in July 2002 and the demolition of
Kidd’s Warehouse began in Septeniber. Construction of the new
Graduate House is expected to commence in 2003.

International Trends in Postgraduate Housing

Every generation has different expectations, and in the 21st
century graduate housing will need to incorporate all the facilities
expected in an international business hotel. This was the finding of
the present Secretary-Warden of the Graduate Union, Eugene
Spanti, on a recent tour of graduate housing in Europe, with
Dr John Binns, presently a Councillor and former Chairman of the
Graduate Union Council.

Dr Binns noted that providing facilities of an international
standard is an essential requisite if Graduate House is to compete for
postgraduate patronage in the coming decades. He commented:

‘In order for us to achieve our ultimate goal of an affiliated
postgraduate residential college, I feel it is very important
to understand and identify primarily the philosophy and
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tradition of the Union and its members and ensure that
all their needs are attended to in the most effective and
efficient manner, so that the new Graduate House becomes
our “jewel in the crown”.’

Secretary-Warden Spanti added that in-room computer access
with Internet links is considered to be a necessary part of the
facilities. Postgraduate residents expect to be able to retrieve their
own e-mail, have Internet access, use of facsimiles, printing and
photocopiers. These facilities are available twenty-four hours a day,
seven days a week, and are free of charge in the more progressive
postgraduate housing overseas.

The Graduate Union is realising the need to compete with many
other residence options in Melbourne, therefore it is essential to
be able to offer a state-of-the-art facility close to the University.
Applying good and fair business practices in a university
environment is necessary to survive in today’s world where toasting
muffins over an open fire has become an anachronism.

Innovative thinking for a profitable future

The present Graduate House is ideally located for postgraduate
study, being close to The University of Melbourne and less than
a kilometre away from some outstanding centres of biological
research and medical practice in Australia — the Walter and Eliza
Hall Institute, the Howard Florey Institute, the Royal Melbourne
and Royal Women’s Hospitals, the Veterinary Research Institute
and the Royal Dental Hospital.

The fact-finding tour revealed ways of raising cash flow in order
to ensure the finest facilities. The hiring of Board Rooms and
meeting rooms to both the University and to the general business
community translates into a marketable service to attract potential
members from graduates who are working in business.
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The diversity of Graduate Union members

Research has pointed out the differing needs of the residents and
members. Residents, understandably, do not like to be disturbed
by the sounds of functions taking place whilst they are trying to
study. This has been a concern in the layout of the present Graduate
House. In consultation with all the proposed users of the new
building, a design has been struck that allows residents to enjoy full
privacy, but also access to the function rooms on the lower floors.?

The dietary and leisure needs of scholars are also being evaluated.
As a result, self-catering facilities in the rooms are being considered,
as is the variety of meals provided by the kitchen.

The dining facilities are planned to provide for many tastes and
persuasions with a sophisticated self-service food bar offering a
wide range of meats, seafoods, vegetables and fruits. In order to
encourage patronage, public dining and full bar facilities open to
non-members are being considered. As the new Graduate House is
in the lower middle of the University campus, near the Law
School, a majority of passers-by coming from the University are
seen as potential members.

Graduate House — Reciprocal Accommodation

Over the last few decades, reciprocal arrangements with
graduate housing overseas have been established. The Graduate
Union has alliances with many overseas colleges in the United
Kingdom, U.S.A, Europe, Canada and Hong Kong. Graduates can
stay in residences such as London House, United Oxford and
Cambridge University Club, The Harvard Club in Boston, the
Cornell Club in New York, University Club Toronto, Hart House,
Toronto, the Caledonian Club in Edinburgh and the Auckland
University Club. A full list appears at Appendix Nine.

How the Graduate Fund assisted The University of Melbourne

For close to forty years, the Graduate Union offered solid
financial assistance to The University of Melbourne from its
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Graduate Fund. Monies were collected from members when
membership renewals were due. The graduate member was given
the option of including a cheque to be added to the Graduate
Fund for University uses.

Beneficiaries of this Fund included The School of Veterinary
Science and the Baillieu Library and in 1982 $4 000 was donated
towards the cost of a portrait of a former Chancellor, Sir Oliver
Gillard. Proceeds from the Fund seldom exceeded $5 000 in any year.

In the same year, the retiring Vice-Chancellor, Sir David
Derham attended the November meeting of the Graduate Council
to explain the University’s plans to improve its graduate contacts,
especially in fund-raising potential. At that meeting, Council
agreed to release some $60 000 from the accumulated Graduate
(Trust) Fund for the setting up of a Graduate Secretariat. Regular
monies were donated for particular University purposes, as this
extract from 1962 indicates:

‘By resolution of the Council 500 pounds of last year’s
Graduate Fund proceeds were voted towards assisting the
establishment of the University’s Far Eastern collection of
books and manuscripts. At a small luncheon party last
month given by the Vice Chancellor and arranged by the
Professor of Oriental Studies, the cheque was formally
passed over by the President of the Union, Sir Alexander
Fitzgerald to Professor H F Simon, the Head of Department,
with good wishes for the success of the infant School of
Oriental Studies.”®

The University of Melbourne and the Graduate Union agreed
that the Graduate Fund should be dissolved in 1995 and further,
that funds available should be divided between the Graduate Union
and the University’s new Graduate Centre.! Subsequently, the
Graduate Union Building Fund was the grateful recipient of some
$60 000, which was about half the estimated amount remaining.
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Appendices

Appendix One
Presidents
Hon Sir John Latham 1957 — 1958
Sir William Johnston 1958 - 1961
Sir Alexander Fitzgerald 1961 - 1965
Sir James Tait 1965 - 1971
Dr Phillip G Law 1971 - 1977
Mr Maurice Brown 1978 - 1980
Rev Dr Davis McCaughey 1981 - 1983
Hon Sir John Minogue 1983 - 1986
Dr Robin L Sharwood 1986 — 1989
Professor Kenneth H Hunt 1990 - 1995
Dr Ralph W Howard 1995 - 1996
Hon Justice David L Harper 1996 — 1999
Mr Frank A Lees 2000 -
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Appendix Seven

Benefactors

The William Berry Post-Graduate College Trust

(Restoration of Games Room, Maintenance of Residents quarters)
The Stillwell Family (Bequest and Portrait in the Stillwell Room)
The Potter Foundation (Dining Room)

Mr Noel Miller (Furnishings in Anderson Room)

Sir George Pape (Books in Pape Library, Anderson Room)

Dr J Orde Poynton Library (Books for Johnston Library)

Mr Murray and Mrs Shirley Payne (Painting of University Cloisters)

Dr George Garratt (pictures and etchings)

(Linocuts and Prints, Anderson Room and Potter Dining Room)

Anonymous Fellow and Life Member
(Glass and engravings, Johnston Library Maps and Visitors Book)

Mr E Noel Bergere (Bequest and Record Collection)
Mr Andrew Fry (Australian Prints)

Past Graduates and Post Graduates Society Inc.
(Binding of ‘The Melbourne Graduate’ for the years 1963 to 2001)

Dr Ralph Howard (Furnishings Potter Dining Room)
Mr W E F Berry (Books for Johnston Library)

Magnus V Anderson (Bequest — The Anderson Room)
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Appendix Eight

The First Residents — 1962

Brian Parker, MA (London)
Proceeding to MA in Middle Eastern Studies

Dr George Nixon (Glasgow) Visiting Professor of Dentistry

T Raymond Casey Lecturer, French Department

D Lancashire (London) Temporary Lecturer in Oriental Studies
Dr Leslie C Norins (Baltimore) Postgraduate Research

Dr C Mendel (Japan) Visitor, Department of Oriental Studies
Dr D G Palmer (Otago) Research, Royal Melbourne Hospital

J R P Gibbons (Yorkshire)
Melbourne Permanent Postgraduate Committee

Dr ]J Orde Poynton (Cambridge) Consulting Bibliographer,
Baillieu Library and Curator of the Poynton Collection

Dr Chaturaporn (Thailand) Postgraduate studies in neurosurgery

V Ruangsak (Thailand)

Proceeding to Masters, Engineering Science

A Abdul-Maadek (Iraq)

Librarian, Commonwealth Office of Education

S M Haran (Indonesia)

Librarian, Commonwealth Office of Education

A Jemanah (Ethiopia)

Librarian, Commonwealth Office of Education
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Appendix Nine

Reciprocal Clubs and Colleges
Australia

University House
Australian National University, PO Box 1535, Canberra City, ACT
2601, Tel: (02) 6249 5211, Fax: (02) 6249 5252

Monash University Club Tel: 9565 3590

The Commercial Travellers Club Ltd
MLC Centre, Martin Place, Sydney, NSW 2000, (GPO Box 77,
Sydney, NSW 2000), Tel: (02) 9232 7344, Fax: (02) 9232 3207

Kingswood College
University of Western Australia, Hampden Road, Crawley, WA
6009, Tel: (08) 9380 2642

Kathleen Lumley College Inc
51 Finniss Street, North Adelaide, SA 5006, Tel: (08) 8267 3270,
Fax: (08) 8239 1705

New Zealand

Auckland University Club
23-25 Princes Street, Auckland, Tel: +37 2275 (Non residential)
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Tel: +(031) 557 2675, Fax: +(031) 556 5744
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U.S.A.

Harvard Club of Boston

374 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, Massac husetts 02215-2860
Tel: +617-536-1260, Fax: +617-536-0175

(The Harvard Club of New York offers a reciprocal arrangement
for a limited period from June 15 to September 13)

University Club San Francisco
800 Powell Street, San Francisco, California 94108
Tel: +(415) 781 0900, Fax: +(415) 677 9323

The Graduate Club Association
155 Elm Street, PO Box 1875, New Haven, Connecticut, 06508
Tel: +(203) 624 3197

The University Club
420 Summit Avenue, St Paul, Minnesota, 55102
Tel: +(612) 222 1751, Fax: +(612) 222 3336

Canada

University Club of Toronto
380 University Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1R6
Tel: +(416) 597-1336, Fax: +(416) 597-2994

University Club of Vancouver
1021 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B.C., V6E 2E8
Tel: +683 9171 (Non residential)

Hong Kong

Robert Black College

University of Hong Kong, University Drive (off Kotewall Road),
Tel: +(852) 2549 3719, Fax: +(852) 2559 4528

Email: rblack@hkusua, Website: http:/ /www.hku.hk/rblack
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